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Bran, Earl Strongbow and his companions find the chief of
the mansion "underneath an inverted basket which lay in a
darksome corner of the great Kitchen,"1 and they leave him
in the same basket, after tying his head and heels together
with a leathern thong; Philippina de Clarivaux, a noble
dame, had conceived a violent and irresistible partiality for
a red beard, and her happiness depends on wedding a man
in possession of that adornment; the ghost of Earl Strong-
bow, who is restless because the tomb of his faithful squire
Otho is feeling the hand of time and crumbling to dust, is
extremely fond of human scandal!
In his next novel, The Adventures of John of Gaunt> Duke
of Lancaster (1790), of which no copy is available, we learn
from The Monthly that Geoffrey Chaucer plays an important
part. Another story entitled The Adventures of King Richard,
Cceur-De-Lion, by the same writer appeared in 1791. As
literature, the book marks no improvement on Earl Strong-
bow. The tone of whimsical burlesque and grotesque realism
continues. Lady Ursulina gives a long lecture to King
Richard on the evils of swearing* But the Preface to the
work is extremely interesting. It contains the first statement
of principles, the first mention of an antiquarian endeavour.
"... In a former work, I addressed thee, courteous Reader,
in the character of an old antiquary ...", says James White,
referring to his John of Gaunt\ and he is probably the first
person who considers a tale about the past in the light of
something more than an interesting story. He shows a
scholarly desire to create a real picture of the times he is
dealing with. The preface deserves to be quoted.
"And here, Reader, if thou shouldst wish to learn why I have
chosen rather to pourtray the manners and the characters of ages past,
in preference to those of the moderns; be it known to thee, that I
consider the task of delineating the follies of the present times, as
already in better hands; to wit, in the hands of that queen of novelists,
the incomparable authoress of Cecilia. I leave, therefore, to that
humorous maiden the supremacy in what are in general termed novels*
resolving to explore the remote doings of antiquity, to show /*/*, as
life was, in those heroic days, and evince that our forefathers were as
*Earl Stnmgbvw, z Vols., 1789, II, p. 21.